The general part of the experimental section [1] has been presented elsewhere. A solution of 4-phenyl-2-butanone (20 g, 135 mmol) and ethyl bromoacetate (22.54 g, 135 mmol) in dry benzene (100 ml) and dry toluene (80 ml) was prepared. 50 ml of this solution was added to zinc powder (9 g, 138 mmol) and a crystal of iodine. The solution was heated to 80° until a reaction set in. The remainder of the solution was added as rapidly as the vigour of the reaction would allow. The mixture was refluxed for 5 hours, cooled and quenched with sulfuric acid (1.5 M, 100 ml). The organic layer was separated, washed with water (100 ml) and brine (50 ml), dried (Na 2 SO 4 ), filtered and evaporated under reduced pressure. The residue was distilled to yield ethyl 3-hydroxy-3-methyl-5-phenylpentanoate (13.90 g, 44%) as a colourless oil.
